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Joseph Le Bon, have left reputations stained for ever with the
recollection of their atrocities.    Yet it must be noted that the
very atrocities of these men gave other deputies on mission
the opportunity to act with lenience under a show of enforcing
the Reign of Terror.    It may be doubted if Andre Dumont
could have maintained his bloodless rule in the departments
of Picardy, had not Joseph Le Bon terrified all Frenchmen for
leagues around with his cruel rule at Arras    Would Dan phi ne
have remained tranquil, if Maignet had not destroyed Bedouin
and established his revolutionary tribunal at Orange ?    Must
not  the  influence  of the horrible atrocities  perpetrated by
Carrier at Nantes have spread far over the interior depart-
ments of France, and caused the remarkable absence of blood-
shed in the midlands of France, which has been universally
iceognized ?    It does not make the proconsulates of Carrier,
Maignet, and Le Bon less horrible to  point out that their
cruelties established the ascendency of the Terror and helped
to keep France tranquil, any more than the fact that the daily
executions in Paris made Paris peaceful makes those executions
in any way excusable.   Throughout the Reign of Terror in the
provinces, the same system of government is to be perceived,
namely, that any one who disapproved of the present regime,
or who hesitated in his absolute obedience, should be frightened
out of even dreaming of active resistance

But before examining the Reign of Terror in the provinces,
as established under the superintendence of the proconsuls
and of the Great Committee of Public Safety, attention must
be called to the missions of the members of the Great
Committee, which were always of the greatest importance.
First in order comes the famous missions of Carnot to the
army of the north, which resulted in the victories of Hond-
schoten and Wattignies;1 next, the mission of Couthon to
Auvergne, which had so great an influence on the capture
of Lyons,2 and the punitive mission of Collot d'Herbois to the
same city; then the numerous missions of Joan Bon Saint-
Andre to the ports of France, and his participation in the
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